I 


I 


I 


•0 


free 


and  CANDID 


\ 


s 


♦ 


I 


•  t 


On  a  late  Celebrated 


ORATION. 


Price  One  Shilling# 


j 


] 2  o  t'  t/ 1 1  t 


/ 


/ 


//fy 


In  the  Hurry  of  Printing,  the  following  typo- 
graphical  Errors  have  efcaped  the  Editor's  Notice. 


*  nf  u  nlain  natural  inferenr 

**  *XS  X  £>  -*■— 


Pag.di.io,  line  -S.  /»/«</.  f  “ 

°  which,  read  “  principles,  of  which. 


ro 


rv 

« 


„  •  j  ,/•  «  as  I  fear  1  have 

Page  io,  line  18, >  nfttai l  f ^  f  am  fearful  of 

already  trefpafs  d,  read 
tr^fp  ailing  ? 


•  fionrl  nf  cc  the  fulleft  as  well 
F4S0,,fa!rr S^herulfe^weUasfairA 


as 


\ 


FREE  and  CANDID 

REMARKS 

On  a  late  Celebrated 

ORATION; 

•  -  'With  .fome  few  Occafional 

thoughts 

On  .he  late  COMMOTIONS 

I  N 

AMERICA. 


In  a  Letter  to 


. 

:C<X>OOC^O^  '•  •  ■  ~ 


Quoufq 


ue 


tandem  abutere  nopa—Patientia. 


Cicero. 


X>OCO';: 


LONDON; 


i  r  p  t  AW  Ave-M ary -Lane ; 
Prm“  !°„d  fold  by  .11  tb=  Bootfcllers. 


m,dcc,lxvi. 


R  E  M  A  R  K  S 


O  N 


A  late  celebrated  Oration, 


Of 


i  i  r  i 


I  i 


My  Good  Lord, 

Shall  offer  you  no  apology  for 
S§(  1  the  liberty  I  am  now  about  to 
take,  in  trefpalTing  on  your* 
Lordfhip’s  time  and  other  avocations,  by 
entreating  your  patient  perufal  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  thoughts  upon  our  late  American 
difturbances,  which,  tho’  fubfided  for  the 

p  refen  V 
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prefent,  will,  I  am  bold  to  declare, 

Ibme  time  or  other  rekindle  with  re¬ 
doubled  fury. - Many  and  great  have 

been  the  Struggles  betwixt  my  vanity, 
and  prudence,  on  the  fubjeCt  of  commu¬ 
nicating  them  much  fooner  to  my  friends, 
as  they  were  wrote  fo  early  as  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  January  laft - By  the  fir  ft  I 

was  prompted  to  w'rite  them,  and  by  the 

latter  I  was  deterr’d  from  publishing  them, 
upon  a  report  then  propagated  abroad, 
which  check  d  my  ardor  and  refolution 
on  that  head.  The  report  was  in  effedt, 
that  Mr.  P.  had  publickly  declared  his 
disapprobation  totally  of  that  meafure  of 
government  as  unconstitutional,  and  that 
he  was  determined,  at  the  meeting,  of 
parliament,  fully  to  prove  and  expofe  the 
fame.  This  declaration,  from  fuch  a 
quarter,  did  not  fail  to  intimidate  me 
from  any  farther  progrefs  in,  or  thought 
upon  the  Subject :  As  I  doubted  not  but 
my  Sentiments  would  be,  by  that  honor¬ 
able  Gentleman,  fully  exploded ;  and  a 
very  Satisfactory  definition  given,  of  the 


origin. 
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origin,  and  foundation  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  thoroughly  inveftigated,  with  the 
fatal  confequences  naturally  refulting  from 
this  fame  meafure.  I  indeed  expedted 
a  very  learned,  and  convidtive  difqui- 
fition  of  the  defign,  utility,  and  end  of 
all  civil  infhitutions,  argued  upon  relative, 
and  not  general  principles  of  liberty, 
from  whence  fair  confequences,  and  con- 
clufions  might  be  deduced,  appofite  to 
our  own  happy  fyftem  of  government. 
I  looked  for  a  clear  expofition  of  fuch 
authorities  in  our  political  eftaklifhment, 
and  ceconomy,  collated  with  our  ancient 
records,  and  fundamental  ftatutes,  by 
which  the  right  of  taxing  our  colonies 
was  thenceclearly  proved  unconflitutional. 
In  fhort  I  conceived  a  dodtrine  eflablifhed 
upon  principles  adapted  to  civil  fociety, 
and  not  confonant  to  the  natural  rights 
of  mankind  uncivilized,  and  unrcftraincd 
by  the  laws,  and  power  of  magiftracy. 

Upon  this  plaufible,  tho’  imaginary 
prefumption,  I  impatiently  waited  the 

ilfue 
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ilTiie  of  that  great  man’s  examination  of 
this  momentous  fubjeCt,  which  I  thought 
likely  to  expofe  the  fallacy,'  and  futility 
of  my  own  opinions }  and  which  I  had 
determined,  on  the  firft  conviction  there¬ 
of,  to  have  committed  to  the  flames, 
i  his  Confideration  deterr’d  me  from 
communicating  to  my  friends  thefe  few 
remarks,  untill  I  had  feen  Mr.  P.’s  fenti- 
ments  on  the  fubjeCt.  At  length,  my 
good  Lord,  my  curiofity  has  been  grati¬ 
fied,  tho’  my  expectations  have  been 
moil  amazingly  difappointed.  Partu - 
riunt  Montes.  Your  Lordfhip  may  guefs 
my  furprife,  when  on  perufal  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  fpeech,  in  lieu  of  thefe  found, 
argumentative  truths,  I  found  only  fpe- 
culative  opinions,  founded  upon  general 
principles,  incompatible  with  the  very 
exiftence  of  government,  and  well  being 
of  fociety  :  mere  fophiftical  arguments, . 
incapable  of  being  ever  reduced  into 
practice,  delivered  with  a  degree  of  pre- 
fu motion  unrecorded  in  hiftory. 


>(  7  ) 

*  In  this  oration,  I  am  bold  to  affert, 
Mr.  P.  has  eredted  his  own  Fiat  as  the 
ftandard  of  Infallibility ,  to  which,  all 
'  perfons  who  do  not  implicitly  fubfcribe 
their  faith,  are  by  him  treated  with  the 
moft  avowed  contempt.  And  of  this 
oration,  I  will  alfo  venture  to  fay,  a  very 
fmall  part  has  any  tendency  to,  or  relation 
with  the  grand  fubjedt  in  debate.  His 
digreflions,  which  are  many,  and  abound¬ 
ing  with  Pleonafms,  are  expreffive  only 
of  his  commendations  on  himfelf  and 
abufe  of  others,  and  no  way  applicable 
to  the  point  in  agitation.  Of  this  I  will 
beg  leave  to  produce  to  your  Lordlhip 
one  or  two  inftances.  What  fympathy, 
in  the  name  of  wonder,  fubfifted  between 
bit  German  war  (as  he  calls  it)  and  the 
prefent  confufion  in  America  ?  Or  what 
had  his  feeking  merit  where  ever  it  was 
to  be  found,  with  a  long  detail  of  his 
own  exploits  in  adminiftration,  to  do  with 
the  right  of  taxing  the  colonies  ?  Surely 
Mr.  P.  mud  have  entertained  rather  an 
unfavourable  opinion  of  the  H.  of  C.  to 

have 
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have  attempted  pafflng  upon  them  fuch 
idle  fuflian.  I  come  next  to  the  abufive 
part  of  his  fpeech,  and  forry  I  am  firfl  to 
obferve  the  little  refpedt  he  has  there  paid 
to  the  members  of  our  eflablilhed  reli¬ 
gion — “  the  Church,  ( God  blefs  it) 

has  but  a  poor  pittance,  ”  is  a  language 
admiffible  only  in  the  moA  private  com¬ 
panies;  but  in  a  publick  aflembly  of  the 
nation  ;  in  full  and  folemn  debate,  it  is 
fo  flagrant  a  breach  of  decency  and  de¬ 
corum,  as  can  admit  of  no  extenuation. 
Vain  is  the  attempt  of  magiftracy  to  curb, 
or  reftrain  the  licentioufnefs  fo  predomi- 

t 

nant  amongA  the  inferior  rank  of  men 
in  this  country,  when  gentlemen  publick- 
]y  deliver  their  ridicule  of  the  members 
of  that  religion,  which  has  been  ever 
confidered,  by  the  wifdom  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers,  as  the  moft  actuating  influence 
on  the  morals  of  the  inferior  clafs  of 
mankind.  The  peers  of  the  realm  he 
has  likewife  introduced  with  an  apparent 
flight,  unmerited,  and  unjuft - for 

iho’  their  revenues  may  be  found  unequal 

to 
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to  the  greater  body  of  commons  in  this 
kingdom,  they  are  notwithftanding  very 
far  from  being  fo  contemptible,-  as  to 
deferve  fo  difproportionate,  and  difre- 
fpeftful  a  comparifon. —  I  do  not  mean, 
Tny  Lord,  to  infinuate  any  harfli  or  in¬ 
jurious  interpretations  of  Mr.  P.  s  words,' 
which  perhaps  were  never  included  in  his 
meaning— I  have  only  pointed  out  the 
mod;  plain  natural  inferences  deduceable 
from  his  own  arguments,  which  ought 
to  have  been  delivered  with  more  caution, 
and  lefs  appearance  of  intentional  offence, 
more  efpecially  as  they  favour  much  of 
republican  principles,  with  which  that 
gentleman  has  been  too  frequently  accu¬ 
sed. _ Your  Lordfhip  will  do  me  the 

juftice  to  acknowledge  that  I  have  often 
flood  forth  the  profefs’d  tho’  feeble  ad¬ 
vocate  to  Mr.  P.  whenever  I  have  thought 
his  Condudl  has  been  arraign’d  by  in¬ 
competent  or  partial  judges,  upon  ground- 
lefs  or  frivolous  accufations  ;  but  upon 
this  occafion  I  cannot  pay  compliments 

to  popular  deluffon  at  the  expence  of  my 

B  under- 
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understanding,  by  fubfcribing  my  faith 
to  their  extravagant  approbation  of  this 
ipeech.  If  a  collective  body  has  not 
efcaped  the  lath  of  his  cenforial  inquifi- 
tion,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
individuals  have  Iikewife  undergone  the 
fame  fate.  In  one  tingle  breath  he.  has 
prefumed  to  condemn  in  a  lump,  with¬ 
out  any  examination  of  particulars,  every 
meafure,  as  erroneous,  adopted,  and 

carried  into  execution  by  Mr.  G _ 

adminiftration, - this  is  authority 

with  a  witnefs ;  it  is  in  thort,  my  Lord, 
nothing  more  nor  lefs  than  Lord  Peter’s 
loaf,  which  is  very  good  mutton,  or  any 
thing  elfe  he  pleafes,  which  if  you 
don’t  believe  may  the  Lord  d — mn  you. 

I  thall  now  conclude  this  fubjeCt,  as  I 
fear  I  have  already  trefpalfed  too  much 
on  your  Lordthip’s  kind  indulgence,  with 
fome  few  remarks  on  that  gentleman’s 
refin  d  fophiftry,  or  fubtilty  in  evading 

the  queftion.  Mr.  G - e,  in  the  fup- 

port  and  illustration  of  his  argument, 

did 
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did  think  proper  to  introduce  Tome  autho¬ 
rities  from  our  datutes,  &c.  at  which 
Mr.  P.  has  taken  great  offence  becaufe 
he  was  not  prepared  to  anfwer  them, 
and  therefore  treats  them  with  the  moft 
virulent  contempt ;  “  I  came  not  here 
“  armed  at  all  points  with  law  cafes,  and 
"  ads  of  parliament,  &c.  &c.’  I  ask 
why  he  did  not  come  better  prepared  ? 
had  he  not  timely  notice  of  the  matter 
to  be  debated  ?  or  was  it  not  a  fubjed 
which  required  the  fulled  as  well  as  fair- 
difcuffion  ?  Were  not  the  authorities  of 
our  conffitution  the  bed  means  of  invedi- 
gating  the  fubjed  ?  or  was  his  foie  ipfc 
dixit  to  be  the  definitive  fentence,  from 
whence  lay  no  appeal  ?  In  his  long 
preamble  about  miniders,  deduced  from 
many  years  backwards,  all  which  tend 
nothing  to  the  purpofe,  he  concludes 
with  obferving  that  none  of  them  ever 
thought  of  taxing  America.  And  what 
then  ?  Does  it  follow  that  the  meafure 
mud  be  wrong,  becaufe  never  adopted 
by  preceding  miniders  ?  this  is  furely 

B  z  begging 
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begging  the  queftion.  But  that  no  fuch 
concluiion  will  follow  X  will  venture  to 
affiim  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  much  more 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  former  minifters 
forbore  to  lay  any  taxes  on  the  colonies 
from  a  knowledge  of  their  poverty,  and 
inability  to  raife  them  :  and  not  from 
any  doubt  of  their  right,  which  it  is  pre- 
fumable  never  once  engaged  their 
thoughts  :  and  this  fuppofition  is  ground¬ 
ed  on  the  acknowledged  incapacity  of  the 
Americans  to  contribute  to  the  fupport 

of  government  ’till  fince  this  war,  where- 

*  • 

by  they  have  been  fuch  principal  gainers. 

*  '  •  ■  i  s  -  % 

,  A  little  preceding  this  curious  hiftoricai 
and  critical  account  of  minifters,  he  fays, 

<c  the  gentleman,  (meaning  Mr.  G- - ) 

“  tells  us  of  many  that  have  been 
“  taxed,  and  yet  not  reprefented  ;  the 
India  company,  Merchants,  Stock-hold- 
“  ers.  Manufacturers,  furely  many  of 
“  thefe  are  reprefented  in  other  capaci- 
“  ties,  as  owners  of  lands  or  freemen 
“  of  boroughs.  But  they  are  all  Inhabi- 

“  tantsy 
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“  tants,  and  as  fuch  are  virtually  repre- 
“  Tented.”  And  why  ?  becaufe  truly, 
“  they  have  connections  with  thofe  that 
“  do  eleCt,  and  they  have  influence  over 
them.”  Happy  conclusion  indeed  ! 
but  will  not  this  argument  be  found  e- 
qually  valid,  with  refpeCt  to  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  ?  whofe  connections  with,  and  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  city  of  London,  and  every 
trading ,  and  manufacturing  city  or  town 
in  this  kingdom  muft,  from  the  very  na¬ 
ture  of  their  commerce,  be  ever  power¬ 
ful.  And  are  they  not  as  fubjeCls  under 
one,  and  the  fame  government,  and 
bound  by  the  fame  laws,  as  virtually  re- 
prefented,  as  if  they  were  Inhabitants  of 
the  fame  country  ?  Can  mere  local  di¬ 
stinctions  caufe  any  alteration  in  a  fyftem 
of  government,  plan’d  for  the  general 
good  of  the  mother  country,  without 
reference  to  particular  cafes,  which  could 
not  by  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  have 
been  forefeen,  nor  of  courfe  provided 
for  ?  Surely  if  virtual  reprefentation  has 
any  meaning  whatever,  it  mull  be  equally 


(  H  ) 

binding  in  both  cafes.  I  would  not  be 
here  thought,  my  good  Lord,  to  enter 
into  the  merits  of  the  fubjedt — I  mean 
only  to  expofe  the  futility  of  fuch  fophifti- 
cal  refinements,  which  tend  more  to  the 
exercife  of  the  tongue,  than  an  enquiry 
into  the  truth,  and  ferve  only  to  miflead 
the  judgment  of  thofe  who  from  incapa¬ 
city,  or  inattention,  do  not  give  them- 
1'elves  the  trouble  of  examining  their 
contents. 

That  this  feems  rather  to  be  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  that  celebrated  oration,  I  fub- 
mit  to  the  confideration  of  all  impartial 
judges :  the  arguments  of  which  are  too 
general,  and  fophiftical,  the  inferences 
are  inconclufive,  and  unfupported  by  any 
other  than  the  honourable  gentleman’s 
own  authority — the  refined  diftindtions 

«  t 

therein  made,  between  taxation  and  legi- 

flation  are,  at  leaft  impolitic  if  not  chi¬ 
merical,  as  taxation  mu  ft  be  allowed  the 

very  efience,  and  fpirit  of  legiflation,  and 
the  principium  of  all  parliamentary  au¬ 
thority. 
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thority,  without  which  the  fovereignty  of 
this  country  mud  be  ever  held  precarious. 
Nor  do  I  think  fuch  didindions  deduce- 

'  r  '  f  /*' 

/■  ^  .  v—-  *  * 

able  from,  or  authorized  by  the  true 
fpirit  of  our  conditution. — I  fay,  fpirit 

of  our  conditution,  becaufe  conditution 

•  ■ 

alone  is  a  word  feldom  or  ever  argued 


upon  with  judice,  as  it  is  feldom  or  ever 
impartially  or  fundamentally  conlidered. 
Votaries  for  arbitrary,  or  republican  prin¬ 
ciples,  are  never  at  a  lofs  for  authorities, 
colledible  from  the  many  accidental  re¬ 
volutions  in  our  government,  to  give  a 
colour  to  their  opinions.  Arguments  and 
examples,  however  extravagant  on  both 
iides  the  quedion,  are  frequently  intro¬ 
duced  to  enforce  new  fangled  dodrines 
too  often  fuggeded  by  whim,  or  caprice. 


I  have  thus  far  endeavoured  to  explain 
my  free,  and  candid  opinion  of  that  great 
man’s  arguments  upon  this  occafion,  which 
have  met  with  fo  general  an  approbation. 

- - It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  pre- 

fumption  in  me,  to  examine  a  point  of 
'  fuch 


m 
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fuch  weight  in  competition  with  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  fuch  eminent  abilities  as  Mr;  P. 
but  as  I  have  the  happinefs  to  live  in  a 
free  country,  where  the  liberty  to  fcruti- 
nize  every  meafure  of  publick  concern 
is  the  acknowledged  birth-right  of  every 
Briton,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  thefe  dif- 
paffionate  remarks  will  not  be  thought 

fo  impertinent. - Happy  I  (hall  be  if 

they  be  found  to  merit  your  Lordfhip’s 
approbation,  and  forry,  tho’  not  difpleafed, 
if  not  productive  of  fuch  effeCt. 

Having  now  fully  explain’d  my  fenti- 
tnents  with  regard  to  Mr.  P.’s  difcuffion 
of  this  fubjeCt,  I  fhall  now  beg  leave  to 
deliver  my  free  and  candid  Remarks 
upon  an  event  which  has  for  fome  time 
pafl:  engrofs’d  publick  fpeculation  j  and 
firft  I  fhall  examine  that  fyftem  of 
politicks,  refpe&ing  thofe  colonies  which 
has  apparently  prevail’d  amongft  us  for 
fome  years  pafl;  5  from  whence  may  be 
traced  thofe  unhappy  confequences  which 
have  given  birth  to  thefe  unexpected 

com- 
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commotions.  It  is  at  prefent  my  lord 
an  enquiry  of  the  utmoft  importance, 

and  as  fuch  challenges  our  particular 

•  •  • 

regard  :  for  remedies  can  never  be 
judicioufly,  or  fafely  adminidered,  unlefs 
the  caufe  of  the  didemper  be  thoroughly 
underdood ;  and  the  prefent  difeafe, 
unlefs  a  fpeedy  remedy  be  applied,  will 
prove  defperate,  and  in  the  end  fatal  to 
this  country; 

9  f  \  I 

I  fhall  enter  into  no  difeudion  of  that 
meafure,  as  to  its  expediency  and  propriety , 
which  has  unfortunately  caufed  this  pre¬ 
cipitate  rebellion.  I  diall  only  confidcr 
this  fubjedt  in  a  political  light  refpctling 
this  country ,  and,  in  as  much,  regard 
our  American  colonies  as  deriving  their 
exijlencc  from  this  country,  and  confe- 

quently  bound  to  obey,  as  well  as  con- 

* 

tribute  to  the  fupport  of  its  government. 
An  attention  to  their  charters  I  conceive 
alfo  to  be  no  longer  obligatory  when 
found  repugnant  to  the  intereds  and 
wellfare  of  this  kingdom. 

C 
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I  would  not  however  have  it  abfurdly 
infer’d  from  hence,  that  I  think  no  re¬ 
gard  is  to  be  paid  to  fuch  privileges. — 
They  are  in  my  opinion,  the  balls  on 
which  private  fecurity  is  eftablilhed ;  and 
fhould  not  be  wantonly,  or  arbitrarily 
enfringed  upon.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  equally  abfurd  to  imagine  that 
charters  inconfiderately  granted  by  any 
prince,  or  thro’  the  mitigation  of  a 
corrupt  adminiflration,  to  ferve  perhaps 
only  temporary  purpofes,  can  be  efleemed 
binding  upon  pcfterity,  when  found 
incompatible  with  the  intereft  of  the 
mother  country.  To  admit  the  validity 
of  this  opinion,  it  is  neceffary  to  allow 
a  knowledge  of  futurity,  or  exemption 
from  error,  as  invariably  bellow’d  by 
providence,  upon  all  princes,  and  llatef- 
men ;  as  times  and  circumltances  may 
either  elfentially  alter  the  purpofes,  for 
which  fuch  immunities  were  conceded, 
or  be  productive  of  unforefeen  ill  con- 
fequences.  Such  will  be  found,  by  all 
conlxderate,  and  impartial  men,  to  be 

thofe 
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thoi'e  *  charters,  upon  which  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  ground  the  caufe  of  their  prefent 

difobedience  to  a  law,  enabled  by  a 

\ 

Britifh  parliament,  for  the  fupport  of 
that  government  which  has  expended 
millions  to  protect  them  in  all  times  of 
their  didrefs. 

C  2  By 


*  I  cannot  find,  upon  a  perufal  of  thofe  fevcral 
charters,  any  claufe  whatever,  which  exempts  the 
fubjedls  in  America  from  the  jurifdiction  of  the 
Britifh  parliament ;  but,  as  the  power  of  taxing 
our  colonies  has  been  difputed,  upon  principles  ot 
Magna  Charta  cc  as  their  not  being  reprefented  in 
that  parliament,”  I  have  inveftigated  that  great 
authority, ‘’and  can  find  no  fuch  meaning  whatever  : 
all  that  Magna  Charter  delivers,  which  has  any 
relation  to  that  purport,  is,  “  that  the  King  en- 
u  gages  not  to  raife  any  money  on  his  fubjedts, 
cc  but  with  the  concurrence  of  the  ftates  of  the 
“  realm.”  The  ftates  of  the  realm  may  be  virtually 
confidered  the  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  Britifh 
nation,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  but  cannot 
furely  individually — as  is  evidently  known  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Roman  Catholicks,  who,  tho'  fubjedls 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  are  exprefsly  tor- 
bid  the  right  of  voting  for  reprefentatives  in  par¬ 
liament,  and  are  notwithftanding  taxed  with  the 
reft  of  the  nation. 


I 


(  20  ) 

*  *  f 

By  too  favorable  an  attention  to  the 
prolperity  and  increafe  of  thofe  colonies, 
government  upon  a  fair  retrofpeClion  of 
her’  own  conduit,  will  appear  accelfary 
towards  this  premature  attempt  of  the 
Americans  to  fhake  off  the  jurifdiftion 
of  this  country;  a  conduit  founded 
upon  principles  favourable  to  our  trade, 
and  manufactories,  which,  as  being 
productive  of  mod;  popularity,  have 
principally  engaged  the  attention  of 
adminiftration.  For  it  is  become  an 
eftablifhed  maxim  of  late  years,  to 
which  the  fentiments  of  molt  orders, 
and  degrees  of  men  have  been  but  too 
generally  fubfcribed ;  “  That  the  great- 
“  nefs  of  a  hate  depends  on  the  extent, 
“  and  fecurity  of  its  commerce;  and 
tl  becomes  powerful  in  proportion  to 
“  the  riches  of  its  private  members.” 
This  maxim  which  I  believe,  will  be 
found,  upon  a  ftriCt  fcrutiny  to  admit 
of  many  exceptions,  has  been  eftablifhed 
without  referve,  or  limitation  :  upon  the 
foundation  of  which  have  been  fabricated 

almolt 


a 


(  21  ): 

lmoft  all  government  meafures  for  fomc 
wars  part.  Our  commerce,  ever  fince 
the  adminilfration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
has  been  gradually  increafing  to  the 
amazing  emolument  of  private  indi¬ 
viduals,  whilft  the  publick  credit  has 
been  gradually  *  linking  thro’  the  enor¬ 
mous  expenccs  attending  the  fupport  of 
the  fame.  The  riches  of  private  men 
have  been  introdudlive  of  luxury,  that 
grand  promoter  of  diffolute  manners, 
but  not  contributory  to  leflen  one  {hilling 
of  the  publick  debt,  but  rather  de- 
dxudtive  of  all  y  love  and  regard  for  the 
publick. 

After 


*  According  to  an  accurate  calculation  made  by 
the  author  of  the  General  View  of  England,  it 
appears,  that  from  the  year  1751,  the  balance  of 
exchange  has  been  one  year  with  another  at  lead 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  againft  England  : 
and  that  it  has  been  entirely  by  borrowing,  that 
the  intereft  of  the  fums,  owed  by  her  abroad,  has 
been  paid. 

f  Woeful  experience  can  teftify  how  much  the 
late  raging  third  after  riches  has  alienated  the 

affections 


/ 


(  22  ) 

Alter  all,  this  boafted  fuperiority  re- 

lulting  from  commerce,  has  been  affirmed 
by  an  ingenious  *  writer  to  be  altogether 
imaginary  “  That  (to  make  ufe  of  his 
“  own  words)  it  is  no  more  than  a  vain 
“  phantom  begot,  and  uffier’d  into  the 
“  world  by  erroneous  ideas  on  the 
tc  effence  of  commerce.  And  that  when 
“  it  was  computed  how  much  the 
<c  territorial  income  of  the  Englifh 

“  might  perhaps  amount  to,  the  whole 

‘£  produce  of  their  trade  would  be  found 
“  to  be  fwallowed  up  in  it.” 

*  How 


affections  of  private  men  from  the  publick,  in  the 
moft  fcandalous  general  monopolies,  fo  frequent  of 
late  years,  to  the  great  prejudice ‘-of  the  publick; 
the  receivers  of  publick  money,  are  countenanced 
by  the  times  to  become  down  right  plunderers,  and 
the  debt  of  the  nation  is  now  become  a  fure  fource 
of  profit  to  private  individuals.  Thefe  are  the 
happy  effects  refuting  from  a  too  general  attention 
to  commerce  ;  our  minds  are  contracted  and  de- 
bafed  to  the  laft  degree,  our  liberality  is  confined 
to  felf,  on  which  we  lavifti  thoufands,  whilft  we 
grudge  to  fupply  the  final  left  wants  of  the  publick, 

*  Author  of  a  General  View  of  England. 


Mbsim  **  <■  j*  - 


(  ^3  ) 

How  well  he  has  fupported  this  hy- 
pothefis,  your  lordfhip  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  work  itfelf  for  the 
gratification  of  your  curiofity,  if  excited  ; 
I  neither  adopt  altogether  that  author’s 
fentiments,  nor  think  myfelf  refponfible 
for  any  illuftration  of  the  fame ;  the 
examination  of  which,  would  require 
more  time  than  is  confifient  with  my 
prefent  defign.  It  is  however  an  enquiry 
worthy  the  attention  of  every  well- 
wifher  to  his  country  ;  and  tho’  partial, 
and  void  of  reafon  as  that  work  may  in 
many  parts  be  found,  it  conveys  not¬ 
withstanding  hints,  which,  by  a  judici¬ 
ous  application,  might  be  made  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  good  of  this  kingdom.  It 
fuffices  at  prefent  for  me  to  fhew  the 
ill  effects  refulting  from  a  too  blind  re¬ 
gard  for  this  do&rine,  which  has  in¬ 
fatuated  us  to  grafp  at  a  greater  extent 
of  dominion,  than  we  are  able  to  main¬ 
tain. 

Agreeable 


\ 


(  U  ) 

Agreeable  to  this  favourite  maxim  have 
thofe  colonies  ever  been  mod  partially 
coniidered  ;  their  territory,  commerce, 
and  power  extended,  and  eftablifhed,  by 
a  total  expullion  of  all  foreign  enemies, 
who  w’ere  undoubtedly  the  fitted:  in- 
ftrument  government  could  have  been 
furnifhed  with,  for  the  prefervation  of 
that  neceffary  reliance  on  their  mother 
country.  The  unexpected  removal  of 
this  bar  to  their  independency,  to  which 
the  fuccefles  cf  this  war  have  mof! 
effectually  contributed,  has  flattered  them 
in  this  hafly  and  premature  oppofition 
to  the  jurifdiction  of  a  British  parliament: 

•  which  may  ferve  to  open  the  eyes  of  our 
rulers,  with  refpect  to  their  future  de- 
iigns ;  for  a  belief  that  America  will 
remain  in  fubjedtion  to  Great  Britain  any 
longer  than  rendered  incapable  of  affu til¬ 
ing  an  independency,  is  too  abfurd  to 
be  admitted.  Inftead  thereof  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  vaft  increafe  of  our  colonies, 
by  a  too  general  indulgence  to  their 

trade 


(  25  )  - 

trade  and  manufactories,  to  the *  *  rivai- 
fhip  of  this  country,  policy  pointed  out 
an  evident  neceffify  for  retraining  that 
exorbitancy  of  power  5  and  which  Ihould 
have  been  the  invariable  object,  for  years 
pat,  of  miniterial  confideration. 

This  dodtrine,  I  am  well  aware,  will 
roufe  the  clamours  of  the  trading  part  of 
this  nation  againt  me,  from  that  natural 
connection,  which,  throughout  life  fub- 
fits,  betwixt  interet  and  opinion ;  as 
whatever  is  found  incompatible  with  the 
former ,  is  but  too  apt  to  meet  with  the 
difapprobation  of  the  latter.  Nor  will 
there  be  wanting  others  to  elpoufe  a 
caufe,  which  has  been  fo  favorably  en¬ 
tertained  by  this  age. 

D  Commerce 


_  -  -  .  _  -  -  * - - —  —  - - - -  -  ■  - . 

*  In  the  fupport  of  this  fa&,  I  need  only  in- 
ftance  that  unaccountable  inattention  of  admini- 
ftration  to  the  prodigious  increafe  of  (hip-building, 
of  late  years,  in  America,- to  the  manifeft  prejudice 
6 f  that  molt  valuable  branch  of  bufinefs  amongft 
ourfelves,  the  very  bulwark  of  this  nation. 


(  26  ) 

Commerce  is  a  fubjeCt  too  popular  to 
be  eafily  difcountenanced  in  this  king¬ 
dom  ;  nor  indeed  would  I  be  underflood 
to  iniinuate  any  denial  of  its  utility, 
under  wife  regulations,  and  proper  re- 
flridlions.  But  on  the  other  hand  I 
cannot  admit  it  as  the  foie  fupport  of 
government,  and  bafis  of  it  grandeur 
and  power;  nor  is  hiflory  productive  of 
any  authorities,  for  the  eflablifhment  of 
fuch  a  maxim ;  on  the  contrary,  upon 
an  impartial  review  of  hiflory  we  fhall 
be  furnifh’d  with  more  examples  of  its 
deflrudtive,  than  falutary  effedts  upon  * 
antient  governments.  But  to  return  to 

my 


*  The  mofl  illuflrious  period  of  the  Roman 
greatnefs,  if  we  credit  hiflory,  was  that,  during 
the  feveral  punic  wars,  e’er  the  extent  of  conquefls 
had  furnifh’d  the  Romans  with  the  means  of  en¬ 
riching  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the  fubjedfed 
provinces  in  that  iEra,  the  private  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  publick  good ;  becaufe  there 
then  fubfifted  no  temptations  to  avarice,  which  the 
lucrative  profits  of  their  rich  provinces  afterwards 
introduced,  by  which,  individuals  were  enrich’d 
to  that  degree,  as  to  become  obnoxious  to  the 

common 


•  (  n  ) 

my  fubjeCt.  Our  anceftors,  from  a 
thorough  conviction  of  the  depravity  of 
human  nature,  and  experience  of  mans 
variable  difpofition,  wifely  forefaw  the 
expediency  of  fettering  obedience  with 
neceflity,  without  which  government 
could  never  have  been  eftablithed  ;  they 
judicioufly  conlidered  Fear,  and  not  any 
moral  obligation,  as  the  predominant  and 
actuating  principle  of  every  fubmiffion 
to  authority  :  and,  in  confequence  of  this 
neceffary  policy,  ever  exacted  a  rigid  re- 
fpeCt  for  the  idea  of  magiftracy,  and 
punifh’d  in  examplary  manner  all  dif- 

D  2  regard 


common  wealth - as  many,  in  M.  Anthony’s 

time  were  put  into  profcription  on  account  of  their 
exorbitant  wealth  ;  notwithftanding,  the  (late  it- 
felf,  through  the  luxury  of  its  members,  became 
poorer  and  weaker.  And  at  laff,  from  an  inca¬ 
pacity  to  maintain  in  fubjedtion  its  vaft  extent  of 
territorial  dominion,  was  totally  annihilated. 
The  reputation  of  argriculture,  was,  notwith¬ 
ftanding  the  feveral  convullions  by  which  that  ftatc 
became  diftradted,  ftill  buoyant  to  thelaft;  and  tho’ 
more  honour’d  and  diftinguifh’d  in  the  Adolefcency 
of  the  Republick,  was  yet  creditable,  even  in  the 
diflipating  reigns  of  the  emperors. 


(  28  ) 

regard  for  its  authority- - But  we,  in 

this  age  of  abandoned  licentioufnefs,  have 
releafed  obedience  from  the  fhackles  of 
•  neceffity,  and  fuffer  her  to  roam  at  large 

at  the  arbitrary  will  of  diferetion— - Such 

at  lead:  will  our  conduct  appear  with 
refpedt  to  our  colonifts  ;  who  have  in  this 
recent  inftance  of  their  ingratitude  but 
too  fatally  evinced  the  truth  of  thefe 
obfervations :  As  their  oppofition  to  the 
Stamp  Duty  carries  with  it  the  moft 
manifeft  fymptoms  of  contempt  for  their 
Mother  Country,  the  natural  tho’  fad 
effedls  of  a  blind  indulgence.  For  with¬ 
out-  waiting  the  refult  of  reprefentation 
to  this  parliament  for  a  redrefs  of  their 
grievances  (even  allowing  the  Stamp- 
Duty  to  be  one)  they  have  boldly,  and 
in  defiance  to  this  government,  affirmed 
\  to  themfelves  the  powers  both  of  judge 

and  executioner.  Can  it  then  be  ima¬ 
gined  that  America  will  think  herfelf 
bound  by  moral  obligation  to  pay  any 
future  obedience  to  Great- Britain  dif- 

adyantageous  to  herfelf?  No.  Fear 

and 


(  29  ) 

and  her  Interefl  have  hitherto  been  the 
motives  of  her  fubmiffion.  The  firft 
we  have  moft  indifcretely  removed,  by 
giving  them  a  foie  and  indifputable  pof- 
feffion  of  territory,  capable  of  contend¬ 
ing  fovereignty  with  the  world  ;  the 
latter  they  will  take  care  to  remove 
whenever  a  probability  arifes  of  its  fuf- 
fering  by  us,  and  of  its  deriving  greater 
*  emoluments  from  an  intercourfe  with 
foreign  powers,  who  by  granting  more 
indulgences  to  the  fame,  tha,n  may  be 

found 


*  Experience  has  already  given  teftimony  to 
this  truth,  as  it  can  be  made  appear  beyond  re¬ 
futation,  that  notwithftanding  feveral  a£ts  of  par¬ 
liament  have  been  made  for  controuling  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  colonifts,  and  confining  it  within  fuch 
bounds  as  the  legiflature  thought  moft  conducive 
to  the  interefts  of  government,  a  fettled  courfe  of 
traftick  has  been  carried  on  for  feveral  years  laft 
part  by  our  fubje&s  in  America  to  French  ports> 
to  which  their  vcftels  have  failed  dircftly^  laden  with 
pitch,  train  oil,  timber  trees,  and  plank  for  (hip- 
building,  logwood,  furs,  naval  (lores,  and  fundry 
other  commodities,  and  have  returned  back  again 
without  ever  touching  in  Great  Britain,  with 
goods  of  the  growth  and  manufa&ure  of  France 
and  other  foreign  nations. 


(  3°  ) 

found  compatible  with  the  intereft  of  this 
country,  will  not  fail  to  detach  them 
from  every  reliance  on,  or  connection 
with  us  whatever. 

By  yielding  up  therefore  to  our  colo¬ 
nies  a  foie  and  exclulive  right  of  taxing 
themfelves,  government,  I  am  bold  to 
alTert,  facrifices  the  only  fovereignty  ef- 
fential  towards  the  continuance  of  their 
dependency,  as  it  cannot  but  be  allow¬ 
ed  by  all  impartial,  and  difpaffionate 
men,  that  by  ceding  to  them  this  grand 
privilege,  government  is  totally  incapa¬ 
citated  from  taxing  them  at  all,  and  fure- 
ly,  a  very  little  acquaintance  with  human 
nature  is  neceflary,  to  evince  the  abfurdity 
of  fuppofing,  that  America  will  pay  an 
implicit  obedience  to  Great  Britain  upon 
principles  of  natural  duty  only ,  when  the 
latter  has  virtually  loft  the  power  of 
controuling  the  former.  What  fecurity 
then  will  this  country  have  for  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  future  obedience  ?  for  to  their 

{jenerofity,  and  not  obligation,  muft  the 
0  requifitions 


f 


(  31  ) 

requifitions  of  government  in  futurum  be 
addrelfed,  and  probable  is  the  fufpicion, 
that  they  will  hereafter  claim,  as  an 
appendage  to  this  great  immunity,  a 
right  of  examining  the  neceflities  of 
adminiflration,  e’er  they  will  be  brought 
to  a  confent  of  granting  any  relief  to 
the  fame. 

In  fliort  if  the  power  of  contributing 
towards  the  fupport  of  this  government 
is  rendered  thus  optional,  and  difcreti- 
onary  with  the  colonies,  it  requires  but 
little  penetration  to  forefee  a  feperation  of 
interefts  betwixt  Great-Britain  and  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  a  Confequence  of  the  moft  fatal 
tendency  to  the  dilfolution  of  this  great 
empire. 

I 

Such  has  but  too  apparently  been  the 
ill-judged  policy  of  this  kingdom,  with 
refpedt  to  her  colonies  in  America,  which 
has  at  length  brought  this  nation  into  a 

moft  fingular,  and  critical  fituation  ; _ ~ 

a  fttuation  fo  truly  alarming,  as  demands 

the 


(  32  ) 


the  wifeft  and  fulled:  deliberations  of  par¬ 
liament,  as  well  as  the  moil  vigorous 
exertion  of  the  powers  of  government 

to  fave  the  laft  remains  of  Britifh  Power 

*  .. 

in  North  America. 

-r  ■  t  t  I  f  \  * 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be 


Your  Lordfhip’s 


Moll;  obedient  humble  Servant 


FINIS. 
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